La solicitud de Estados Unidos fue formulada a base de un documento formal, mediante el cual el gobierno norteamericano oficialmente afirmaba los siguientes puntos, inter alia: 

“2. With the establishment of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the people of Puerto Rico have attained a full measure of self-government. 

4. As a result of the change in the constitutional position and status of Puerto Rico, as described in this memorandum, the Government of the United States considers it unnecessary to transmit further information [to the United Nations] under Article 73 (e) of the Charters concerning the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

********** 

{DPR 166} 21....By the various actions taken by the Congress and the people of Puerto Rico, Congress has agreed that Puerto Rico shall have, under that Constitution, freedom from control or interference by the Congress in respect of internal government and administration....” [10] (Enfasis suplido). 

Como parte de las extensas discusiones y debates en las Naciones Unidas en torno a la referida solicitud de Estados Unidos, uno de los miembros de la delegación norteamericana ante la ONU hizo unas declaraciones atestativas de la posición oficial de Estados Unidos sobre los fundamentos del nuevo status de [PAG. 179] Puerto Rico. Como se sabe, mediante la Ley Pública 447, supra, el Congreso de Estados Unidos aprobó la Constitución del Estado Libre Asociado. En lo pertinente, dispone esa ley federal que: 

“...the Act entitled ‘An Act to provide for the organization of a constitutional government by the people of Puerto Rico’; approved July 3, 1950 [Public Law 600] was adopted by the Congress as a compact with the people of Puerto Rico, to become operative upon is approval by the people of Puerto Rico;.....” (Enfasis suplido). 

El 28 de agosto de 1953, Mason Sears, miembro de la delegación norteamericana, le explicó a la Asamblea General de las Naciones Unidas cuál era la naturaleza jurídica del aludido “compact”. 

“A compact, as you know, is far stronger than a treaty. A treaty usually can be denounced by either side, whereas a compact cannot be denounced by either party unless it has the permission of the other.” [11] 

Días más tarde, el 3 de noviembre de 1953, otro miembro de la delegación de Estados Unidos, Frances Bolton, miembro también del Congreso por Ohio, y quien había {DPR 167} participado en la aprobación por ese cuerpo de la legislación federal relativa a la creación del Estado Libre Asociado, también hizo unos importantes señalamientos ante las Naciones Unidas. Las expresiones de Bolton son particularmente significativas, ya que contestan con claridad la manida cuestión de si al crearse el Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico, se efectuó algún cambio en la relación de nuestro país con Estados Unidos. Señaló lo siguiente la Congresista Bolton: 

“The nature of the relations established by compact between the people of Puerto Rico and the United States, far from preventing the existence of the Commonwealth as a fully self-governing entity, gives the necessaryguarantees for the untrammeled development and exercise of its political authority. The authority of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico is not more limited than that of any State of the Union; in fact, in certain aspects is much wider...” 

“The Federal Relations Act to which reference has been made has continued provisions of political and economic union with the United States which the people of Puerto Rico have wished to maintain. In this sense the relationships between Puerto Rico and the United States have not changed. It would be wrong, however, to hold that because this is so and has been so declared in Congress, the creation of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico does not signify a fundamental change in the status of Puerto Rico. The previous status of Puerto Rico was that of a territory, subject to the full authority of the Congress of the United States in all governmental matters. The previous constitution of Puerto Rico was in fact a law of the Congress of the United States, which we called an Organic Act. Congress only could amend the Organic Act of Puerto Rico. The present status of Puerto Rico is that of a People with a constitution of their own adoption, stemming from their own authority, which only they can alter or amend. The relationships previously established also by a law of the Congress, which only Congress could amend, have now become provisions of a compact of a bilateral nature whose terms may be changed only by common consent.” [12] (Enfasis suplido). 

Sobre las bases de las citadas representaciones de Cabot Lodge, Sears y Bolton, y otras análogas, que expresaban {DPR 168} ante la comunidad internacional la posición oficial del gobierno de los Estados Unidos sobre el recién creado Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico, que constituye un hecho histórico que no está sujeto a revisión, el 27 de noviembre de 1953, la Asamblea General de las Naciones Unidas emitió una Resolución sobre la referida solicitud de Estados Unidos, que en su parte dispositiva afirma lo siguiente, inter alia: 

“The General Assembly 

********* 

2. Recognizes that the people of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, by expressing their will in a free and democratic way, have achieved a new constitutional status; 

[PAG. 180] 

3. Expresses the opinion that it stems from the documentation provided that the Association of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico with the United States of America has been established as a mutually agreed association; 

4. Recognizes that, when choosing constitutional and international status the people of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico have effectively exerciced their right to self-determination; 

5. Recognizes that, in the framework of their Constitution and of the compact agreed upon with the United States of America, the people of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico have been invested with attributes of political sovereignty which clearly identify the status of self-government attained by the Puerto Rican people as that of an autonomous political entity; 

Considers that, due to these circumstances, the Declaration regarding Non-Self-Governing Territories and the provisions established under it in Chapter XI of the Charter can no longer be applied to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico;” [13]

