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S.1348

Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2007 (Placed on Calendar in Senate)


`CHAPTER 6--LANGUAGE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES

`Sec.

`161. Declaration of national language.

`162. Preserving and enhancing the role of the national language.

`Sec. 161. Declaration of national language

`English is the national language of the United States.

`Sec. 162. Preserving and enhancing the role of the national language

`The Government of the United States shall preserve and enhance the role of English as the national language of the United States of America. Unless otherwise authorized or provided by law, no person has a right, entitlement, or claim to have the Government of the United States or any of its officials or representatives act, communicate, perform or provide services, or provide materials in any language other than English. If exceptions are made, that does not create a legal entitlement to additional services in that language or any language other than English. If any forms are issued by the Federal Government in a language other than English (or such forms are completed in a language other than English), the English language version of the form is the sole authority for all legal purposes.'.

(b) Conforming Amendment- The table of chapters for title 4, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following:

161'. 

SEC. 766. REQUIREMENTS FOR NATURALIZATION.

(a) Findings- Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Section 312 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1423) requies lawful permanent residents of the United States who have immigrated from foreign countries, among other requirements, to demonstrate an understanding of the English language, United States history and Government, before becoming citizens of the United States.

(2) The Department has conducted a review of the testing process used to ensure prospective United States citizens demonstrate said knowledge of the English language and United States history and Government for the purpose of redesigning said test.

(b) Definitions- In this section:

(1) KEY DOCUMENTS- The term `key documents' means the documents that established or explained the foundational principles of democracy in the United States, including the Constitution of the United States, the Declaration of Independence, the Federalist Papers, and the Emancipation Proclamation.

(2) KEY EVENTS- The term `key events' means the critical turning points in the history of the United States (including the American Revolution, the Civil War, the world wars of the twentieth century, the civil rights movement, and the major court decisions and legislation) that contributed to extending the promise of democracy in American life.

(3) KEY IDEAS- The term `key ideas' means the ideas that shaped the democratic institutions and heritage of the United States, including the notion of equal justice under the law, freedom, individualism, human rights, and a belief in progress.

(4) KEY PERSONS- The term `key persons' means the men and women who led the United States as founding fathers, elected officials, scientists, inventors, pioneers, advocates of equal rights, entrepreneurs, and artists.

(c) Goals for Citizenship Test Redesign- The Secretary shall establish, as goals of the testing process designed to comply with section 312 of the Immigration and Nationality Act, that prospective citizens--

(1) demonstrate a sufficient understanding of the English language for usage in everyday life;

(2) demonstrate an understanding of American common values and traditions, including the principles of the Constitution of the United States, the Pledge of Allegiance, respect for the flag of the United States, the National Anthem, and voting in public elections;

(3) demonstrate an understanding of the history of the United States, including the key events, key persons, key ideas, and key documents that shaped the institutions and democratic heritage of the United States;

(4) demonstrate an attachment to the principles of the Constitution of the United States and the well being and happiness of the people of the United States; and

(5) demonstrate an understanding of the rights and responsibilities of citizenship in the United States.

(d) Implementation- The Secretary shall implement changes to the testing process designed to ensure compliance with (8 U.S.C. 1423 (a)) not later than January 1, 2008.

SEC. 767. DECLARATION OF ENGLISH.

English is the common and unifying language of the United States that helps provide unity for the people of the United States.

SEC. 768. PRESERVING AND ENHANCING THE ROLE OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

(a) Requirement- The Government of the United States shall preserve and enhance the role of English as the common and unifying language of America.

(b) Relationship to Other Laws- Nothing in this section may be construed to diminish or expand any existing right under Federal law relative to services or materials provided by the Government of the United States in any language other than English.

(c) Law Defined- In this this section, the term `law' includes provisions of the United States Code and the United States Constitution, controlling judicial decisions, regulations, and controlling Presidential Executive Orders.

SEC. 769. EXCLUSION OF ILLEGAL ALIENS FROM CONGRESSIONAL APPORTIONMENT TABULATIONS.

In addition to any report required under this Act, the Director of the Bureau of the Census shall submit to Congress a report on the impact of illegal immigration on the apportionment of Representatives of Congress among the several States, and any methods and procedures that the Director determines to be feasible and appropriate, to ensure that individuals who are found by an authorized Federal agency to be unlawfully present in the United States are not counted in tabulating population for purposes of apportionment of Representatives in Congress among the several States.

SEC. 770. OFFICE OF INTERNAL CORRUPTION INVESTIGATION.

(a) Internal Corruption; Benefits Fraud- Section 453 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 273) is amended--

(1) by striking `the Bureau of' each place it appears and inserting `United States';

(2) in subsection (a)--

(A) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting the following:

`(1) establishing the Office of Internal Corruption Investigation, which shall--

`(A) receive, process, administer, and investigate criminal and noncriminal allegations of misconduct, corruption, and fraud involving any employee or contract worker of United States Citizenship and Immigration Services that are not subject to investigation by the Inspector General for the Department;

`(B) ensure that all complaints alleging any violation described in subparagraph (A) are handled and stored in a manner appropriate to their sensitivity;

`(C) have access to all records, reports, audits, reviews, documents, papers, recommendations, or other material available to United States Citizenship and Immigration Services, which relate to programs and operations for which the Director is responsible under this Act;

`(D) request such information or assistance from any Federal, State, or local government agency as may be necessary for carrying out the duties and responsibilities under this section;

`(E) require the production of all information, documents, reports, answers, records, accounts, papers, and other data and documentary evidence necessary to carry out the functions under this section--

`(i) by subpoena, which shall be enforceable, in the case of contumacy or refusal to obey, by order of any appropriate United States district court; or

`(ii) through procedures other than subpoenas if obtaining documents or information from Federal agencies;

`(F) administer to, or take from, any person an oath, affirmation, or affidavit, as necessary to carry out the functions under this section, which oath, affirmation, or affidavit, if administered or taken by or before an agent of the Office of Internal Corruption Investigation shall have the same force and effect as if administered or taken by or before an officer having a seal;

`(G) investigate criminal allegations and noncriminal misconduct;

`(H) acquire adequate office space, equipment, and supplies as necessary to carry out the functions and responsibilities under this section; and

`(I) be under the direct supervision of the Director.';

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking `and' at the end;

(C) in paragraph (3), by striking the period at the end and inserting `; and'; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

`(4) establishing the Office of Immigration Benefits Fraud Investigation, which shall--

`(A) conduct administrative investigations, including site visits, to address immigration benefit fraud;

`(B) assist United States Citizenship and Immigration Services provide the right benefit to the right person at the right time;

`(C) track, measure, assess, conduct pattern analysis, and report fraud-related data to the Director; and

`(D) work with counterparts in other Federal agencies on matters of mutual interest or information-sharing relating to immigration benefit fraud.'; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

`(c) Annual Report- The Director, in consultation with the Office of Internal Corruption Investigations, shall submit an annual report to the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate and the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives that describes--

`(1) the activities of the Office, including the number of investigations began, completed, pending, turned over to the Inspector General for criminal investigations, and turned over to a United States Attorney for prosecution; and

`(2) the types of allegations investigated by the Office during the 12-month period immediately preceding the submission of the report that relate to the misconduct, corruption, and fraud described in subsection (a)(1).'.

(b) Use of Immigration Fees To Combat Fraud- Section 286(v)(2)(B) (8 U.S.C. 1356(v)(2)(B)) is amended by adding at the end the following: `Not less than 20 percent of the funds made available under this subparagraph shall be used for activities and functions described in paragraphs (1) and (4) of section 453(a) of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 273(a)).'.

SEC. 771. ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR CERTAIN PERSECUTED RELIGIOUS MINORITIES.

(a) In General- The Secretary shall adjust the status of an alien to that of an alien lawfully admitted for permanent residence if the alien--

(1) is a persecuted religious minority;

(2) is admissible to the United States as an immigrant, except as provided under subsection (b);

(3) had an application for asylum pending on May 1, 2003;

(4) applies for such adjustment of status;

(5) was physically present in the United States on the date the application for such adjustment is filed; and

(6) pays a fee, in an amount determined by the Secretary, for the processing of such application.

(b) Waiver of Certain Grounds for Inadmissibility-

(1) INAPPLICABLE PROVISION- Section 212(a)(7) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(7)) shall not apply to any adjustment of status under this section.

(2) WAIVER- The Secretary may waive any other provision of section 212(a) of such Act (except for paragraphs (2) and (3)) if extraordinary and compelling circumstances warrant such an adjustment for humanitarian purposes, to ensure family unity, or if it is otherwise in the public interest.

SEC. 772. ELIGIBILITY OF AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY WORKERS FOR CERTAIN LEGAL ASSISTANCE.

Section 305 of the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note; Public Law 99-603) is amended--

(1) by striking `section 101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a))' and inserting `item (a) or (b) of section 101(a)(15)(H)(ii) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(H)(ii))'; and

(2) by inserting `or forestry' after `agricultural'.

SEC. 773. DESIGNATION OF PROGRAM COUNTRIES.

Section 217(c)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1187(c)(1)) is amended to read as follows:

`(1) IN GENERAL- As soon as any country fully meets the requirements under paragraph (2), the Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation with the Secretary of State, shall designate such country as a program country.'.

SEC. 774. GLOBAL HEALTHCARE COOPERATION.

(a) Global Healthcare Cooperation- Title III (8 U.S.C. 1401 et seq.) is amended by inserting after section 317 the following:

`SEC. 317A. TEMPORARY ABSENCE OF ALIENS PROVIDING HEALTHCARE IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

`(a) In General- Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security shall allow an eligible alien and the spouse or child of such alien to reside in a candidate country during the period that the eligible alien is working as a physician or other healthcare worker in a candidate country. During such period the eligible alien and such spouse or child shall be considered--

`(1) to be physically present and residing in the United States for purposes of naturalization under section 316(a); and

`(2) to meet the continuous residency requirements under section 316(b).

`(b) Definitions- In this section:

`(1) CANDIDATE COUNTRY- The term `candidate country' means a country that the Secretary of State determines is--

`(A) eligible for assistance from the International Development Association, in which the per capita income of the country is equal to or less than the historical ceiling of the International Development Association for the applicable fiscal year, as defined by the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development;

`(B) classified as a lower middle income country in the then most recent edition of the World Development Report for Reconstruction and Development published by the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development and having an income greater than the historical ceiling for International Development Association eligibility for the applicable fiscal year; or

`(C) qualifies to be a candidate country due to special circumstances, including natural disasters or public health emergencies.

`(2) ELIGIBLE ALIEN- The term `eligible alien' means an alien who--

`(A) has been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence; and

`(B) is a physician or other healthcare worker.

`(c) Consultation- The Secretary of Homeland Security shall consult with the Secretary of State in carrying out this subsection.

`(d) Publication- The Secretary of State shall publish--

`(1) not later than 6 months after the date of the enactment of the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2007, and annually thereafter, a list of candidate countries; and

`(2) an immediate amendment to such list at any time to include any country that qualifies as a candidate country due to special circumstances under subsection (b)(1)(C).'.

(b) Rulemaking-

(1) REQUIREMENT- Not later than 6 months after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall promulgate regulations to carry out the amendments made by this section.

(2) CONTENT- The regulations required by paragraph (1) shall--

(A) permit an eligible alien (as defined in section 317A of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as added by subsection (a)) and the spouse or child of the eligible alien to reside in a foreign country to work as a physician or other healthcare worker as described in subsection (a) of such section 317A for not less than a 12-month period and not more than a 24-month period, and shall permit the Secretary to extend such period for an additional period not to exceed 12 months, if the Secretary determines that such country has a continuing need for such a physician or other healthcare worker;

(B) provide for the issuance of documents by the Secretary to such eligible alien, and such spouse or child, if appropriate, to demonstrate that such eligible alien, and such spouse or child, if appropriate, is authorized to reside in such country under such section 317A; and

(C) provide for an expedited process through which the Secretary shall review applications for such an eligible alien to reside in a foreign country pursuant to subsection (a) of such section 317A if the Secretary of State determines a country is a candidate country pursuant to subsection (b)(1)(C) of such section 317A.

(c) Technical and Conforming Amendments- The Immigration and Nationality Act is amended as follows:

(1) Section 101(a)(13)(C)(ii) (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(13)(C)(ii)) is amended by adding at the end `except in the case of an eligible alien, or the spouse or child of such alien, authorized to be absent from the United States pursuant to section 317A,'.

(2) Section 211(b) (8 U.S.C. 1181(b)) is amended by inserting `, including an eligible alien authorized to reside in a foreign country pursuant to section 317A and the spouse or child of such eligible alien, if appropriate,' after `101(a)(27)(A),'.

(3) Section 212(a)(7)(A)(i)(I) (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(7)(A)(i)(I)) is amended by inserting `other than an eligible alien authorized to reside in a foreign country pursuant to section 317A and the spouse or child of such eligible alien, if appropriate,' after `Act,'.

(4) Section 319(b)(1)(B) (8 U.S.C. 1430(b)(1)(B)) is amended by inserting `an eligible alien who is residing or has resided in a foreign country pursuant to section 317A' before `and' at the end.

(5) The table of contents is amended by inserting after the item relating to section 317 the following:

`Sec. 317A. Temporary absence of aliens providing healthcare in developing countries.'.

(d) Authorization of Appropriations- There are authorized to be appropriated to the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services such sums as may be necessary to carry out this section and the amendments made by this section.

SEC. 
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