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PUBLIC LAW 600—81st CONGRESS
"HAPTER 446—2d SESSION

15, 3336]
—IL5.CA—
AN ACT

To provide for the organization of a eonstitutional government
by the people of Puerto Rico.

Whereas the Congress of the United States by a zeries of enactments
has progressively recognized the right of self-government of the
peaple of Puerto Rico; and

Whereas under the terms of these congressional enactments an in-
creasingly large measure of self-government has been achieved:
Therefore
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representutives of the

Unated States of America in Congress assembled, That, fully recog-

nizing the principle of government by consent, this aet is now adopted

in the nature of a compact so that the people of Puerto Rico may
organize a government pursuant to a constitution of their own adop-
tion.

Section 2, This Act shall be submitted to the qualified voters of
Puerto Rieo for aceeptance or rejection through an island-wide refer-
endum to be held in accordance with the laws of Puerto Rico. Upon
the approval of this Act, by a majority of the voters participating in
=uch referendum, the Legislature of Puerto Rico iz authorized to call
a constitutional convention to draft a constitution for the said island of
Puerto Rieo. The said constitution shall provide a republican form of
government and shall include a bill of rights.

=ection 3. Upon adoption of the constitution by the people of
Puerto Rico, the President of the United Sates is authorized to trans-
mit such constitution to the Congress of the United States if he finds
that such eonstitution conforms with the applicable provisions of this
Art and of the Constitution of the United States.

Upon approval by the congress the constitution shall become effec-
tive in accordance with its terms,

section 4. Except as provided in section 5 of thizs Act, the Act
=ntitled “An Act to provide a eivil government for Puerto Rieo, and
r other purposes,” approved Mareh 2, 1917, as amended, iz hereby
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